
Inspection of Village Nurseries Ltd
Methodist Church Hall, Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5LX

Inspection date: 27 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this stimulating environment. They are extremely happy and 
secure. The setting follows a regular routine and staff use a visual timeline to help 
children understand what will happen next. Children are highly independent and 
resilient. For instance, when attempting to wash paint from their hands, they 
refuse help from staff, preferring to try this for themselves. Children recognise the 
impact their behaviour has on others. For example, when staff asked children what 
they would do if they saw a friend sitting on their own, children said they would go 
and play with them. Children have extremely close bonds with staff. They call them
to join in with their play and excitedly share their discoveries. Children make rapid 
progress across all areas of learning. Staff have high expectations of children's 
progress and display a genuine delight in children's achievements. Children use 
numbers very confidently in practical situations. For example, they counted how 
many spaces were left on their bingo boards and discussed who had the most. 
Children are highly interested in the natural world. They explore the nature area in 
the garden with great enthusiasm. Children manoeuvre wheeled toys with 
increasing skill. They show great perseverance as they attempt to peddle trikes up 
the slight slope in the garden.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has put considerable thought into the organisation of the premises,
to ensure children's needs are met fully at all times. There is an abundance of 
high-quality equipment, attractively presented to inspire children's learning. 

n Children are exceptionally well behaved. Staff have high expectations of 
children's behaviour. They are reminded daily of the pre-school's rules about 
being kind. Children are very considerate towards each other. For example, they 
help each other to fasten the backs of their painting aprons.

n The leadership and management of the pre-school are inspirational. Leaders' 
enthusiasm and commitment are shared by the highly dedicated staff team. 
Managers recognise staff's strengths and consistently praise them for their hard 
work. Staff say that they feel well supported and valued. 

n Children talk very confidently during group activities. Staff are highly skilled at 
supporting children's communication. For example, when it started to snow, staff
helped children to take turns in conversation and listen to one another as they 
talked excitedly about going outside. Staff introduce new vocabulary as children 
play and children learn quickly to use this in the correct context.

n Children have a real love of learning. They display intense concentration and 
engagement as they participate in a rich variety of activities. Staff share the 
provider's vision of a highly ambitious curriculum. Their interactions with children
are of a consistently high quality. They are skilful at building upon what children 
already know to help them make the best possible progress. 
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n Staff foster a highly welcoming family atmosphere. They work extremely closely 
with parents to help children settle very quickly. Parents are welcomed into the 
pre-school to attend workshops and to help children to learn about festivals such
as Chinese New Year, Eid and American Independence Day. Parents express 
high levels of satisfaction with the pre-school. They say that staff are friendly 
and approachable. A number of staff have worked for the provider for many 
years, which provides consistency and continuity for the families using the 
setting.

n Staff provide exceptional support for children's literacy skills. An extensive 
variety of high-quality books is provided throughout the setting for children to 
choose from. Children enjoy sharing their favourite books with staff. Children are
well motivated to learn about phonics. For example, after participating in a 
phonics session, children returned to the book area to look independently at the 
phonics book and repeat the letter sounds.

n Staff work rapidly to assess children who may have special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. They work very closely in partnership with parents to secure 
support and additional funding for children, so that they achieve the best 
possible outcomes.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety and well-being is the highest priority at this setting. Staff take all 
necessary precautions to keep children safe. They have a comprehensive 
understanding of safeguarding. They receive regular training to enable them to 
identify when a child may be at risk. Staff have completed training on the 'Prevent' 
duty and are aware of their responsibilities. Leaders and managers provide very 
clear guidance for staff regarding the action they must take should they be 
concerned about a child's welfare. Robust recruitment procedures are followed to 
ensure those working with children are suitable for their roles. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 137376

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10137820

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Village Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910006

Telephone number 07935 656424

Date of previous inspection 7 July 2015

Information about this early years setting

Village Nurseries is one of five pre-schools and nurseries owned by Village 
Nurseries Ltd. It operates from one large hall and a smaller room in a Methodist 
church hall in Chislehurst, Kent. The pre-school is open each weekday from 9am to
12 noon, term time only. The pre-school is in receipt of education funding for 
three- and four-year-old children. There are six members of staff employed, all of 
whom hold early years qualifications at level 2 to 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anita Rickaby

Inspection activities

n The inspector held discussions with parents and took into account their views.
n The manager accompanied the inspector on a tour of the premises and 

explained how the provision is organised.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n A sample of documentation was reviewed, including first aid certificates and staff

suitability checks.
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children and discussed 

the progress of individual children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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